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Writing involves a wide range of skills from spelling to grammar, word choice, sentence
structure, critical thinking, generating ideas, organizing information, and understanding
different types of writing. Given the skills and executive functioning processes involved in
writing, children need quality writing instruction to gradually improve their skills over time. This
process is of the utmost importance because writing is a lifelong skill students will need to

succeed early in school, in college and in their career.

"Calendar Writing Prompts" is a fun way to get students engaged in the task of writing. The goal
is to have students see themselves as writers and develop the stamina to actually write. These
exciting prompts should stir student interest, and encourage them to practice their skills as

writers.

Teachers should model this process and have students practice.




DETERMINING WHERE TO START:

A HIERARCHY OF POSSIBLE WRITING GOALS

The ten goals for teaching writing derives from
Carl Anderson's book Assessing Writers (2005) And
is outlined in detail in Jennifer Serravallo's
research in The Writing Strategies Book.

"The ten goals for teaching writing are arranged in
sort of a loose hierarchy. Think of it as not a
hierarchy of most important to least, or from
simplest to most sophisticated. Instead, this is a
hierarchy of action" (Serravallo, 2017).




Directions:

To preserve the use of the activity, laminate the calendar. Included in this resource is a
writing calendar for the month of September as well as an editable calendar.

Teachers can use this resource in the way that best fits the classroom structure. Some
common ways to use the calendar include; daily writing warm up, writing stations, or
independent writing.

Teachers should consider making this activity a part of their classroom routine so
students will be familiar with the task. This is an opportunity for students to practice the
task of writing for enjoyment.

The teacher should use the first few calendar days to model responding to a prompt,

and then have students write on their own to increase their writing development.
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